
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lime Lake, Town of Machias 

July 2012 

 

Provided through cooperation with the 

LLCOA and LLWC and Town of Machias 

Information Resources 

Lime Lake Sewer 
District Update 

Protection of our 

ground and 

drinking water; 

today and for our 

future. 

 

 

 

1. You can submit questions through 

the Lime Lake Cottage Owners 

Association email:  LLCOA@llcoa.org.  

This is the best approach since others 

may have a similar question and it 

will be published in a future 

newsletter or email blast. 

2. Contact a member of the Lime 

Lake Wastewater Committee: 

Tom Joseph Lettie Chilson  

Bob Ponton  Bob Allen 

Frank Bork Tom Reese 

Cleon Easton  Bob McNamara  

 

FAQ’s 

What are my responsibilities after installation? 

Maintain access to the pump control panel and the 

grinder pump cover and make sure there are no landscape 

plantings obstructing access. Report alarms as soon as 

possible. 

 

Never put any of the following materials into sinks, 

toilets or drains. These materials may clog your system, 

cause sewer backups into your home or cause pump 

failure: Cooking fat, lard, oil or grease; Degreasing 

solvents; Cigarette butts; Dental floss; Sanitary napkins, 

tampons, or diapers; Q-Tips; Sanitary wipes such as baby 

wipes disposable floor wipes, or disposable floor 

scrubbers; Hair clippings; Cat litter; Strong chemical, 

toxic, caustic, or poisonous substances; Flammable 

material such as gasoline, kerosene, fuel oil, or paint 

thinner; Glass, metal, wood, eggshells, seafood shells, 

aquarium rocks or gravel; Plastic objects such as toys or 

eating utensils; Rubber gloves or other disposable gloves; 

Fireplace ashes 

 

Who is responsible for maintenance of my grinder 

pump? 

The District owns and maintains the grinder pumps 

within its service territory.  

 

What should I do if my grinder pump alarm goes off? 

If there is a problem with your grinder pump unit, the 

pump will automatically trigger an alarm horn and light 

to alert you of the problem. You should immediately 

discontinue your water use to prevent an overflow and 

call the District to report the problem. The District will 

have a person on call 24 hours a day to respond to these 

situations. 

 

The District’s phone number will be provided as well as 

listed on the outside of your grinder pump control panel. 

There is no additional charge for District response to 

alarm calls, as long as you have not improperly used the 

grinder pump system. For your safety, never attempt to 

open the control panel or the grinder pump tank or have it 

serviced by an outside contractor.  

Look for more FAQ’s in future comminucations 
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Project Status 

The sewer system project has been 

focusing on design and submittals 

for state and local approval for the 

system installation.  The project has 

been divided into two major efforts.  

The first is the 6 mile force main to 

Franklinville and the second phase 

will be collection lines and property 

hookups. 

Phase I: Force Main  

The force main will run from the 

south end of the lake through an 

intermediate pumping station in 

Machias Junction, down Brown Rd, 

then along route 16 to Franklinville.  

Surveys have been conducted and 

and easements for land crossings 

are being drafted.  It is anticipated 

a construction bid will be awarded 

late fall/early winter and 

construction started in early 2013.  
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Phase II: Collection 
System & Service 
Connections 

This phase includes the piping 

around the lake and the individual 

property hookups. The design of 

the system is better than 50% 

complete.  Underground utility 

information has been incorporated. 

The engineers have met with many 

homeowners to discuss individual 

property issues and concerns.   

What Next? 

The Town has begun drafting the 

rules and regulations that will 

govern the district and sewer use.  

These regulations will be published 

for public comment/ hearing.  Dates 

are not available yet but will be 

provided as soon as they are 

available.   

In addition, property owners will be 

sent an easement defining the 

required access for construction 

and maintenance of the system.  It 

will define the boundaries of 

responsibility for the protection of 

the property owner and the Town 

of Machias.  Please read it carefully 

and return it as promptly as 

possible.  Construction of individual 

property hookups is scheduled to 

begin in 2013 completing in 2014. 

Electrical Supply 

The property owner is responsible 

to provide the power for the 

grinder pump and alarm that will 

be installed.  Property owners 

will need to ensure they have 

a dedicated 230V 30 amp 

breaker in their panel.  The 

Lime Lake sewer installation 

contractor will provide the wiring 

and other hardware from the 

breaker to the alarm panel to the 

grinder pump.  

It is a good time to be proactive to 

make sure your panel has the 

required breaker or one is installed 

for this purpose.  

 

 

 

Typical grinder pump installation 
 

 

 

A Low Pressure Sewer System Is Needed

 


